Effect of phospholipase C on the binding of alpha-bungarotoxin to isolated plasma membranes of rat skeletal muscle.
Sarcolemmal membranes were isolated from hindlimb muscles of the rat and the specific binding of [125I]alpha-bungarotoxin to the membranes was determined. Incubation of the membranes with a purified preparation of phospholipase C (ex Clostridium perfringens) increased the specific binding of the toxin (Bmax). The apparent dissociation constant (Kd) for the binding was unchanged by treatment with the enzyme. The possibility that latent acetylcholine receptors exist in muscle sarcolemma, and that these receptors can be activated by the enzyme, is discussed.